WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : \ 

1 . An electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner, comprising: 
a housing; \ 

a first electrode array including at least one wire-like electrode, disposed 
5 in said housing; \ 

a second electrode arrau, removably disposed in said housing, having a 
base member and including at least two electrodes disposed substantially 
parallel to said wire-like electroae in said first electrode array, said wire-like 
electrode in said first electrode array being equidistant from said two electrodes 
10 in said second electrode array; \ 

a source of high voltage olitputting a signal whose duty cycle may be 
varied from about 10% to about! 100%, disposed in said housing, coupled 
between said first electrode array and said second electrode array; and 

means, attached to said base memk^rTfpr frictionally cleaning said wire- 
15 like electrode whenever said base member of said second electrode array is 
moved within said housing. A / 

2. The electro-kinetiOTransROrtei^fconditioner of claim 1 , wherein said 
means for frictionally cleaning/includes a/sirip of flexible electrically insulating 

20 material having a first end attached to said fcase member, and having a. second 
end that defines a slit; / / \ \ 

said strip extending from-e£id base\toward and beyond said first electrode 
array such that said wire-like electrode fits fricfretQally within said slitwhen said 
second electrode array is disposed in said\housingT^ 

25 \ 

3. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 2, wherein said 
strip has at least one characteristic selected from a group consisting of (a) said 
strip includes Mylar, (b) said strip includes Kapton, (c) said strip has a strip 
thickness of about 0.1 mm, (d) slit has a slit length of at least 0.25", and (e) said 

30 slit has a slit width less than a thickness of said wire-like electrode. 

4. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 2, wherein an 
inside bottom surface of said housing includes an upwardly projecting vane 
disposed to deflect said second end of said strip upwardly and away from said 

35 wire-like electrode when said second electrode array is fully disposed in said 
housing^ 
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5. The electroekinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 1 , wherein said 
means for frictionally cleaning includes: 

an arm, made of an electrically insulating material, having a first distal end 
and a second end that is brasedly pivotably attached to said base; 

a strip of flexible electmcally insulating material having a first end attached 
to said first distal end of saidWm, and having a second end that defines a slit; 

said arm and said strip extending from said base toward and beyond said 
first electrode array such that said wire-like electrode fits frictionally within said 
slit when said second electrode array is disposed in said housing. 



6. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 5, wherein said 
strip has at least one characteristiaselected from a group consisting of (a) said 
strip includes Mylar, (b) said strip Wludes Kapton, (c) said strip has a strip 
thickness of about 0.1 mm, (d) said slit has^slit length of at least 0.25", and (e) 

15 said slit has a slit width less than a th\cj^f1ess of said wire-like electrode. 

7. The electro-kinetic tr^sporter^onditioner of claim 6, wherein said 
arm is pivotably biased towards an ang\\ eft about 90° relative to a longitudinal 
axis of said second electrode apray. 

20 

8. The electro-kineA^Jcafisporf er^conditioner of claim 5, wherein an 
inside bottom portion of said housing includes an upwardly projecting vane 
disposed to deflect said first distal end of sak^a^m upwardly and away from said 
wire-like electrode when said second electrob^jarray is fully disposed in said 

25 housing. 

9. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 8, wherein: 
said base of said second electrode array includes a downwardly projecting 

member; \^ 
30 said inside bottom portion of said housing defines an opening sized to 

receive said projecting member of said base when said second electrode array 
is fully inserted into said housing; \ 

wherein said arm and said strip attached thereto are^pivoted upward and 
parallel to a longitudinal axis of said second electrode array^ 

10. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 2, wherein: 
said first electrode array includes a plurality of wire-like electrodes; and 
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said strip defines a plurality of slits, one of said slits being disposed to 
frictionally engage one of said wire-like electrodes in said first electrode array. 



11. The elecrco-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 4, further 
including a barrier wall mounted on said inside bottom surface, said barrier wall 
disposed between a bottommost portion of said first array and a bottommost 
portion of said second arra} 
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12. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 1, further 
including a bead having a through opening, disposed such that said wire-like 
electrode passes through said through opening; 

wherein friction between an inner surface of said through opening and an 
exterior surface of said wire-like e\ectrode caD clean said exterior surface of said 
wire-like electrode. 

13. An electrode clearer for use with an electro-kinetic transporter- 
conditioner that includes a fir^i elect\oc$ array including at least one wire-like 



electrode, and a removable second elec 



rode array having a base member and 



including at least two electrodes disused substantially parallel to said wire-like 
electrode in said first electrode apray, tire electrode cleaner comprising: 

a strip of flexible eleoWe^Ny insulattag material having a first end attached 
to said base member, and having a secoroo^end that defines a slit; 

said strip extending from said base tow^rd^ndbeyond said first electrode 
array such that said wire-like electrode fits frictionally within said slit when said 
second electrode array is disposed for ^operation of said electro-kinetic 
transporter-conditioner; 



\ 



wherein movement of said base member causes said slit in said strip to 
frictionally clean an outer surface of said wire-like electrode. 



30 14. The electrode cleaner of claim 13, further including: 

means for deflecting at least the slit-containing end of said strip into a 
position parallel to a longitudinal axis of said wirerlike electrode when said 
electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner is in operation. 



35 15. The electrode cleaner of claim 14, wherein said means for 

deflecting includes a vane disposed within said transporter-conditioner such that 



\ 
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during operation of said transporter-conditioner a distal portion of said vane 
contacts and so deflects said slit-containing end of said strip. 

16. The electrode cleaner of claim 14, wherein said means for 
deflecting includes a biased pivot mechanism that attaches said strip to a base 
of said second electrode ar\ay. 
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17. An electro-kinetrp transporter-conditioner, comprising: 
a housing; 

a first electrode array including at least one wire-like electrode, disposed 
in said housing; 

a second electrode array, removably disposed in said housing, having a 
base member and including at least two electrodes disposed substantially 
parallel to said wire-like electrode \n said first electrode array, said wire-like 
electrode in said first electrode array \eing equidistant from said two electrodes 
in said second electrode array; 

a source of high voltage, dispo^d in saickhousing, coupled between said 
first electrode array and said secopa ele\trocwarray; and 

ltolg a through opening; 
js through said through opening and 
an outer surface of said wire-lfke elecjfcfod^ 



at least one bead-like me^nber def 
wherein said wire-like electrode i 



cleaned by movement of sai 
electrode. 




lay be at least partially frictionally 
fke mdmber along a length of said wire-like 
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1 8. The electro-kinetic transporter-cone 
opening has a characteristic selected fror 



rfxlaim 17, wherein said 
a group consisting of (a) said 



through 

through opening is formed through a geometric center of said bead-like member, 
(b) said through opening is formed parallel to but offset from a longitudinal axis 
of said 
inclined 
section 
through 



bead-like member, (c) said through openina is formed offset from at 
relative to a longitudinal axis of said bead-like member, (d) a cross- 
of said through opening is circular, and (e)\a cross-section of said 
opening is non-circular. 



19. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 17, wherein a 
35 diameter of said through opening exceeds a diameter of sai^l wire-like electrode 
by at least 0.5 mm. 
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20. The electro-kinetic transporter-conditioner of claim 17, wherein: 
a bottom end of said wire-like electrode is retained in a pylon; and 
said bead-like member is bell-shaped such that when in a bottommost 

position along said wire\like electrode, an air gap exists between an outer 
surface of said wire-like ^electrode and an inner surface of said bead-like 
member. \ 

21. A method for cteaning a wire-like electrode in an electro-kinetic 
transporter-conditioner of the type having a housing in which are disposed a 
first electrode array including at least one wire-like electrode, and a second 
electrode array, removably disposed in said housing, having a base member and 
including at least two electrodes disposed substantially parallel to said wire-like 
electrode in said first electrode array, said wire-like electrode in said first 
electrode array being equidistanufrom said two electrodes in said second 
electrode array, and a source of hrah voltage outputting a signal whose duty 
cycle may be varied from about 10°/&to abcyjl 100%, disposed in said housing, 
coupled between said first electrode W^y ana said second electrode array; 

the method including the follotfwng smps: 

disposing within said housing a mechanism to frictionally clean said wire- 
like electrode when at least one/of the fanow actions occurs: 

said base member of saffd seconcplelectrode array is moved; or 
said transporter-conditjon^ upside down and rightside up. 

22. The method of claim 2l\wherein disposing said mechanism 
includes attaching a first end of a strip of fle^tWlaJiigl^ material 
to said base, a second end of said strip defining^ a slit sized to frictionally engage 
said wire-like electrode, said strip extending toward and beyond said wire-like 
electrode; \ 

wherein said strip is disposed such that wfcen said second electrode array 
is inserted in said housing said wire-like electroae fits within said slit; 

wherein movement of said strip frictionally cleans an outer surface of said 
wire-like electrode. \\ 

23. The method of claim 21 , further including: 

urging said second end of strip upward and away from said wire-like 
electrode when said second array is fuller inserted in^s'aid housing. 
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24. The method of claim 23, wherein urging includes disposing a vane 
projecting from an interior region of said housing such that a distal end of said 
vane contacts said stop and urges said second end upward and away from said 
wire-like electrode. 



10 



15 



25 



25. The methoW of claim 21, wherein disposing said mechanism 
includes pivotally and biasledly attaching a first end of an arm to said base, and 
attaching to a second end W said arm a strip of flexible high voltage tolerant 
material whose distal end defines a slit sized to frictionally engage said wire-like 
electrode, said strip extending toward and beyond said wire-like electrode; 

wherein said strip is disposed such that when said second electrode array 
is inserted in said housing saicAwire-like electrode fits within said slit; 

wherein movement of sa\l strip frictionally cleans an outer surface of said 
wire-like electrode. 



26. The method ofydlaP 
includes providing a bead-like mei 
said wire-like electrode passes; 

wherein when said transpoi 
20 member moves along a length of^ai 



21. wherein disposing said mechanism 
>er /aving a through opening through which 



/r-conditioner is inverted, said bead-like 
wire-like member and frictionally cleans 



an outer surface of said wfi 



ce member 
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27. The method of claim 26,\fi\rther including forming said through 
opening with a characteristic selected frorria group consisting of (a) said through 
opening is formed through a geometric center^said-bearflTke member, (b) said 
through opening is formed parallel to but onset from a longitudinal axis of said 
bead-like member, (c) said through opening is formed offset from at inclined 
relative to a longitudinal axis of said bead-like member, (d) a cross-section of 
said through opening is circular, and (e) a cros^-section of said through opening 
is non-circular. 
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28. The method of claim 26, wherein ^bottom end of said wire-like 
electrode is retained in a pylon; and 

disposing said mechanism includes providing a bell-shaped bead-like 



member having a through-opening through which sard wire-like member passed; 
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